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Amsterdam, November 24, 2008 
 
Dear Mr Lentz, 
 
My name is Christine F. Koenigs. I am the granddaughter of Franz Koenigs, who was a major 
collector of Old Master Drawings during the last century and, who died in May, 1941. 
 
I am writing to register a claim for a drawing by Rembrandt, which is in my grandfather’s 
catalogue registered as Rembrandt R 51 and question marked with the name of Nikolaas Maes 
attached 1: 
 
R 51 REMBRANDT ?  
Männl. Portrait, Halbfigur in Mantel und Hut.  
Feder, mit Weiss gehöht. 185 x 158 mm. 
Von Nikolaus Maes?   
 
In the margin above the registration of the drawing the following information is scribbled by 
hand in ink: 
 around …[blank]… abroad, most probably in Paris (letter Hannema 23 III 1954) 
In 1953/54 acquired by the Fogg Museum of Art at Cambridge, Mass. 
Ref. Art Quarterly XVIII, 454, p 80-81, with illustration. 
 
To be taken into consideration as well, is information from the archives of the museum 
Boijmans, which consists of: 
 
1. A letter by director Ebbinge Wubben [the post-war director of the Museum Boijmans in 

Rotterdam] directed to Dr. Hannema [the director before and during the Second World 
War] asking after the drawing R 51  

2. A statement by Dr. Hannema, [the director before and during the Second World War] on 
the history of the Koenigs collection, written in 1954 in connection to two then current 
claims.  

 
Putting this information together we have come to the understanding, that when van 
Beuningen concluded his sale of the 526 Franz Koenigs drawings to Hitler, he gave the R 51 
drawing to his son-in-law Lucas Peterich who had on van Beuningen’s instigation successfully 

                                                                 
1 www.koenigs.nl/collectie/catalogus_teekeningen/catalogus  
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closed the sale on December 3, 1940. Then more then a decade later, according to the hand 
scribbled note, Lucas Peterich must have sold the drawing in question either in 1953 or 1954 
to Paul Sachs, director of the Fogg Art museum.  
 
In the same way Van Beuningen paid Max J. Friedlander. He had been assigned by van 
Beuningen to evaluate the Franz Koenigs drawings for the sale to Hitler, and was paid with a 
Tiepolo drawing by Giovanni Battista registered as I 351 in Franz Koenigs’ catalogue, and 
which has been recently acquired by the National Gallery in Washington, D.C.   
 
The entry of R 51 does not list the year Franz Koenigs did acquire the drawing, but since the 
catalogue was made in 1935, we know that it was at least in his collection from that period on 
until April 1940, when under threat of the Nazi-regime a disputed transaction took place 
involving the great Franz Koenigs Collection of Old Master Drawings. 
 
The drawing in question was acquired by D.G.van Beuningen in a transaction allegedly taking 
place on April 9, 1940, the very morning Norway and Denmark were invaded by the Nazis and 
the Netherlands was gripped by fear of invasion within a few days.  
 
Under applicable Dutch law at the time, this was an invalid transaction, but resulted in Van 
Beuningen gaining possession of 2761 drawings including the Gabburri Albums and the 6 
Pirckheimer books, as well as 12 major paintings, for 1 million guilders, a fraction of the value 
of these works of art. 
 
Prior to and after the disputed ‘transaction’ van Beuningen had pursued - negotiations with 
Hitler’s official art acquisition agent to sell the entire drawing collection in question.  He sold 
526 drawings against payment of NLG 1,5 million to Hitler, in shrill contrast to the NLG 1 
million he had paid for the entire Old Master Drawing Collection and 12 major paintings.  
Furthermore, apart from the drawing R 51, Peterich obtained through van Beuningen an 
amount of NLG 100,000. - as commission, for aiding Van Beuningen in the negotiations. 
 
The 526 drawings sold to Hitler was deemed an illegal sale – and, after years of dispute, part of 
the drawings (139) were returned to the Netherlands. Some are still in the Pushkinmuseum in 
Moscow, and some are still being sought. 
 
Concerning Pretence of color of Title,  
an important fact to be considered is that Max Friedländer’s taxation proves the transaction of 
April 9, 1940 to have been a fraud. Max Friedländer evaluated the complete Old Master 
Drawing Collection of 2144 drawings - excluding the two Gabburri Albums by Fra Bartolomeo 
and the 6 Pirckheimer books and the Spanish (Goya) drawings - at 3,5 million guilders. Van 
Beuningen had acquired the entire Collection, including the Albums, the books and the 
Spanish drawings, as well as 12 paintings, 4 of Hieronymus Bosch and 8 Rubens oil sketches 
for the Torre Della Parada, for one million guilders!  
 
The payment to Lucas Peterich of this drawing was illegal and the entire transaction was 
considered by the Allies, vides the Inter Allied Declaration Act of January 5, 1943, to be illegal, 
null and void.  
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My grandfather cherished this drawing, his marque as in Lugt L 1023a appears on the back and 
he was clearly the last legitimate owner of the drawing before Van Beuningen made his 
transaction with Hitler. 
I believe that the heirs of Franz Koenigs have a valid claim of ownership and we seek the 
return of the drawing. 
 
In order to complete our research, could you please confirm having the drawing and provide 
us with the documents of correspondence on how and when and for how much the drawing in 
question was then obtained. Your assistance will be much appreciated. 
 
I enclose the following supporting documents: 
 
The catalogue entry of Franz Koenigs R 51   
The letter by Ebbinge Wubben 
The statement by Hannema 2 
The exposé by Prof. H.C.F. Schoordijk (will be send later, we are awaiting a translation.) 
The exposé by economist Dr. Helen B.Junz 
 
Should you need any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Christine F Koenigs 
 
 
  

                                                                 
2  www.koenigs.nl/causa/Hannema Statement 


